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“Our student leadership team, along with Dr. Teresa 
Brown, were able to interact, ask questions, and get a 
better understanding of what we are trying to do.”   
Armed with first-hand experience and some answers, the 
team will dive in the next few weeks to wrap up their 
mission, vision, and value statements, conduct a SWOT 
analysis, and begin thinking about the business plan 
foundation. 

The work will eventually include curricular areas of 
business, marketing, personal finance, economics, 
culinary, agriculture, engineering, and manufacturing.   
“Our plan is to build this business from the ground up, 
creating both hands-on and managerial opportunities 
(immediate and future) for students,” stated Schutte. “As 
part of the overall academic opportunity exploration 
process, we have worked with Mrs. Janelle Smith, MCHS 
School Counselor, and Mr. Jared Kempton, MCHS Select 
teacher, to create an opportunity for these students to 
get credit for the work they do after school hours as part 
of the overall business planning process,” Schutte 
shared.   “We spend on average 3-4 hours per week 
outside of school working in the morning or evening on 
things and thanks to our innovative team at MCHS that 
time will now be counted towards class credit in our new 
Business Entrepreneurship pathway.”   The work the 
students will contribute with align with state standards 
to earn the credit which will be verified by Kempton as 
the teacher of record.  When asked about what they were 
most looking forward to as part of this project, Junior 
Lilly Cox shared, “I am most excited about closing the gap 
between producer and consumer and providing a 
healthier (fresher, local) alternative to shopping at a 
chain grocery store.”

"As the work came together we (MYU board) were able to 
see that the school shared our passion and desire for 
homegrown solutions,” shared Arico.   “In fact, when we 
proposed the idea of a student-led farm stop to MCS, 
they came back with a bigger vision than we had thought 
possible. They are committed to guiding and empowering 
students to take on this community leadership role, 
making youth leadership a vital part of building a thriving 
local food system that improves food access across 
income levels.   We are very excited to see how this 
partnership continues to grow!”

While groundwork has begun, the real work will come 
later this year and into the next school year with further 
curriculum developments and additions for the 2024-
2025 school year.   “We are committed to creating 
educational and real-world value through a hands-on 
experience that will provide our students with an 
advantage as they enter college and careers,” shared Dr. 
Teresa Brown, Superintendent.   “As we sit around this 
table and have discussions about solving barriers to food 
access for students and families in our community, it is 
powerful.  For our students to step up and lead initiatives 
such as this, speaks to their hearts and more to their 
abilities and desire to be change agents.” 


Be on the lookout for more information as this 
partnership blooms and things take root!
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